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Georgia Clears The Issue 


We do not under-estimate the value of one adverse 
vote on the ratification of the Amendment when the 
favorable action of 36 states must be secured before 
ratification is certain—and yet we cannot look upon 
Georgia’s summary rejection of the Amendment as an 
unmixed evil. Georgia did, in fact, just what she 
was expected to do, and her refusal to ratify the 
Amendment demonstrates admirably the need for 
exactly the kind of power the Amendment is designed 
to give. The Georgia Legislature, in its boasted 
defiance of Federal co-operation, has rendered a real 
service in defining clearly the issue before the states. 

This issue is that no state which protects and edu- 
sates its own children need have anything to fear 
from the Amendment, and that Federal intercession 
is the only way to insure a fair deal to children in 
those states which neglect to raise their own standards. 

Yor Georgia, be it known, is the possessor of 88,934 
child laborers—the largest number of any state in 
the Union. Georgia allows her children to work 10 
and more hours a day. She allows 108,000 children 
hetween the ages of 7 and 13 to miss school entirely 
in order to work. Are these “rights” of exploitation 
the ones her legislators fear will be menaced by Fed- 
eral interference? 

We firmly believe that the other states, seeing the 
target made of Georgia by the thinking press of the 
country because of the undignified manner in which 
she treated the discussion of this Amendment, willl 
give thorough and thoughtful consideration to the 
subject before they allow themselves to follow in her 
footsteps. 

The points raised in Georgia’s resolution of rejection 
(printed elsewhere in this issue) have all been answered 
many times—insofar as they merit rebuttal—in the 


statements of the National Child Labor Committee and 
of the other backers of the Amendment. For the ben- 
efit of those who are tempted to take with undue seri- 
ousness the objections advanced by the Georgian 
legislators, we call attention to the magnificent incon- 
sistency which declares in one sentence that the 
Amendment ‘would give irrevocable support to a 
rebellion of childhood,” and in the next, that it “is 
really intended to enslave the childhood of this re- 
public.” Pay your money and take your choice. 


Which Way Does He Face? 


The attitude of candidates for election to state 
legislatures is being made, rightly enough, a campaign 
issue in many states. We are not sure we entirely 
favor the election of strictly instructed legislatures, 
whose attitudes are not subject to alteration by 
convineing facts and arguments. 

But we do know that the various interests which 
are opposing the Child Labor Amendment are not 
hesitating to attempt to secure the election of legis- 
lators who will vote against ratification. Therefore 
we can only urge our friends to attempt to ascertain 
that those for whom they cast their votes are, if not 
definitely committed in the Amendment’s favor, at 
least free to make their own decisions with open 
minds. 


The Children’s Philanthropist 


Old Gus Wenzel is, without doubt, the best friend 
of the children on Harper Street. Not because he 
gives them candy or toys, for he has never been known 
to do that; nor beeause he umpires their ball games, 
for he knows nothing about baseball; but because he 
gives them his kitchen to work in. And not only does 
he give them his kitchen, but he also provides them 
with work. Any child who comes to his house will 
be provided with large bright-colored tags to string— 
green and yellow and blue, and coils of stiff shining 
wire. After stringing five hundred of these tags he 
will get a nice round white check to be exchanged at 
the end of the week for six pennies. If he comes 
every afternoon and a few evenings, he will probably 
have about ten white checks to give to Mr. Wenzel 
at the end of the week in exchange for sixty pennies. 
Perhaps his mother will give him five of these pennies 
to spend for himself. 

Needless to say the children of Harper Street are 
often to be found in Mr. Wenzel’s kitchen. In fact 
it is generally so crowded that his wife can hardly 
move around to get dinner. For is he not the child- 
ren’s philanthropist? 
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“We Don't Mix Nohow” 


Ergo, Georgia Says Nay to the Amendment 


By unanimous action of the State Senate and by 
vote of 170 to 3 in the Assembly, the state of Georgia 
on July 2nd and 3rd rejected the proposed Child 
Labor Amendment to the Federal Constitution. 

State Representative M2Corsey struck the keynote 
of the Assembly’s feelings in his speech of opposition, 
in which he said: “I don’t want any more monkeying 
with the buzz-saw by that bunch in Washington. 
We don’t mix nohow. We weren’t born under the 
same regime and don’t drink out of the same bottle. 
We don’t want them interfering with our affairs.” 

The resolution rejecting the amendment, copies of 
which have been duly forwarded to Washington, 
follows: 

“Whereas, the congress of the United States has, 
under the fifth article of the constitution of the United 
States, proposed an amendment to said constitution 
in the words following, to wit: 

“Section 1. The congress shall have power to 
limit, regulate, and prolubit the labor of persons 
under eighteen years of age. 

“Section 2. The power of the several states is 
‘unimpaired by this article except that the operation 
of state laws shall be suspended to the extent neces- 
sary to give effect to legislation enacted by the con- 
gress.’ 

“Therefore, be it resolved, by the house of repre- 
sentatives and the senate of the state of Georgia, in 
general assembly met, that the said amendment to 
the constitution of the United States be, and the 
same is hereby not ratified, but is rejected, because 
said proposed amendment would destroy parental 
authority and responsibility throughout America, 
would give irrevocable support to a rebellion of child- 
hood which menaces our civilization, would give con- 


gress not only parental authority, but all state author- 
ity over education, would destroy local self-government, 
would eviscerate the states and change our plan of 
government from a federal union to a consolidated 
republic and create a ventralized goverment iar 
removed from the power of the people. Said pro- 
posed amendment is further rejected because it would 
place in the hands of congress a power to destroy 
agriculture and manufacturing at will, is merely a 
hypocritical pretense at an effort to protect childhood 
from slavery, and is really intended to enslave the 
childhood of this republic. 

“The state of Georgia has neither the right, nor 
the power, to give to congress the power to limit, 
regulate or prohibit the labor of Georgians under 
eighteen years of age, or of any age, because such 
power re-establishes in America a system of slavery, 
with public ownership substituted for private owner- 
ship, and would place congress in control in every 
home in the land, between parent and child.” 


Louisiana Postpones Amendment 
Ratification Vote 


The Louisiana legislature, to which the proposed 
20th Amendment was submitted on June 27th, avoided 
going on record as being definitely either for or against 
the amendment by voting to postpone indefinitely any 
action on this subject. The legislators who favored 
the passing of the amendment were anxious to have 
an immediate vote taken, but the majority in favor 
of postponement was 54 to 26. 


The question of the ratification of the proposed 
Child Labor Constitutional Amendment will be sub- 
mitted to a referendum of the voters of Massachusetts 
at the November election. 
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of child life. 
have been submitted for ratification.” 
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children in industry.” 





PARTY PLATFORM PLANKS ON THE CHILD LABOR AMENDMENT 


‘‘We commend Congress for its prompt adoption of the recommendations of President Coolidge for a con- 
stitutional amendment authorizing Congress to legislate on the subject of child labor, and we urge the prompt 
consideration of that amendment by the legislatures of the several states.” 


‘We pledge the party to co-operate with the state governments for the welfare, education and protection 
Withott the votes of Democratic members of the congress, the child labor amendment would not 


“Prompt ratification of the child labor amendment, and subsequent enactment of a Federai law to protect 
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So There Isn’t Any Santa Claus! 


We had been fondly believing for some years now 
that child labor in glass factories—formerly one of 
the most injurious and evil forms of commercial child 
exploitation—was almost entirely a thing of the past. 
We must have been too optimistic, however, for the 
newspapers of the country on July 16th carried the 
following press dispatch from Atlantic City, N. J.: 


“An organized opposition to ratification of the child labor 
amendment to the federal constitution in Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
West Virginia and other glass-making states, was determined 
upon at the opening session here yesterday of the convention 
- ~ American Association of Flint and Lime Glass Manu- 
acturers. 


“The legislatures of eight or nine states in which the indus- 
try is a factor of more or less influence will be asked officially 
by the association and personally by its members to refrain 
from ratifying the amendment on the ground that it is sub- 
versive of, rather than helpful to, the interests of many of 
the working minors it seeks to protect.” 


A Feast of Unreason 


Pa and Ma should have warned us to keep out of 
politics. Its ways are far too tortuous for our inno- 
cent directness. 

How are we, in our ingenuousness, to know that as 
soon as we have finished demonstrating painstakingly 
to Mr. Jones that black is black and white is white, 
Mr. Smith will come along and demand to be shown 
that black is white and white is green? 

Consider our feelings when, after explaining daily 
to vociferous editors, worried citizens and _ persistent 
hecklers that the power carried by the proposed 
Child Labor Amendment will not be so drastic and 
all-encompassing as they fear—that its simple pur- 
pose is to keep children from losing their education 
and health through hours of commercial exploitation 
at unsuitable toil and nat to prevent Mary from wash- 
ing the dishes or Johnny from milking the cow—con- 
sider, then, our feelings upon being confronted with 


Money? Heaps of it! 


orous as it is insidious. 


But we have no such bursting coffers upon which to draw. : 
Do you want to see the triumph 
Well then— 


to win, we must have funds to combat its opponents. 
of this effort to stop child labor in the United States? 
V. Everit Macy, Treasurer, 
National Child Labor Committee, 
215 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 
Enclosed find $ 


Federal Constitution. 


Name... 
Address _..... 


Manufacturers’ Associations, Anti-Everythings, and all 
those who are working both openly and in private to defeat the Child Labor Amend- 
ment seem to have no limit upon the funds at their disposal to accomplish their pur- 
pose. They are spending lavishly to prevent ratification, and their campaign is as vig- 


as a contribution to the work of the National Child 
Labor Committee to secure ratification of the proposed Child Labor Amendment to the 


the following charge from the Times Journal of Selma, 
Alabama: 

“Tt will be a hard matter to convince the average 
American that the child labor amendment was not 
constructed and passed mainly as a bid for votes. 
It was peculiarly a child of modern politics, and 
this paper, for one, has always doubted the sin- 
cerity back of its promoters. Many bills which 
are introduced more for effect than for any sub- 
stantial hope, are provided with what has become 
known as a joker. The joker usually operates to 
nullify the intent of the bill. There appears to have 
been a joker bunglingly concealed in the child labor 
amendment bill.” 

On the one hand we are seeking to put too drastic 
and final an ending to child labor, and on the other 
hand we are merely throwing a sop to the voters with 
no intention at all of doine anything about. it! 

Distraught, we cast about for comfort, and find 
instead, in the Star Telegram of Fort Worth, Texas, 
that: “If we are not to indict the farm parents of 
our state as a lot of unconscionable oppressors of their 
own flesh and blood we have no child labor problem 
in Texas. The Legislatures which ratify this Amend- 
ment betray their people. It is a betrayal that they 
may have to answer for.” 

The reasoning of the Siar Telegram is too involved 
for us to follow. Ma and Pa should have accom- 
panied the regretted tutelage in politics with a course 
in advanced ratiocination. 

But to those who believe in American liberty and 
equality of opportunity to all, we commend particu- 
larly a communication from one Thomas Skipworth 
to the San Francisco Duily News, entitled ‘Negro 
Children.” It follows, in part: 

Editor Daily News: 

I am a southerner and have traveled extensively 
in every southern state. It is absurd for any 
man or woman to think that the thousands of 
negro children that are on rented farms through- 

out the southern states would 
be sent to school while the 
cotton crops were being 
picked. 

We don’t care what kind 
of a law exists in the United 
States governing the white 
children, but we southern 
people who have known the 
negroes for s few hundred 
years can best decide what 
they need. We have always: 
dictated for them and always 
will, regardless of a federal 
— B Thomas Skipworth 

(Sigh pworth. 
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If the Amendment is 



































OU no longer see pictures such 
as these because conditions of 
this sort are no longer common, as 
they were when the National Child 
Labor Committee began its work in 
1904. We are proud and grateful 
that the support and interest of our 
members have enabled us to do away 
in large measure with these flagrant 
evils of exploited childhood. 
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FeOME DAY we hope to throw 
down our tools and call our job 
finished. When that day comes no 
children will be exploited commer- 
cially for labor to the detriment of 
their health, their education, their 
normal happy childhood. When that 
day comes the pursuits typified here 
will be the heritage of every Amer- 
ican child. When that day comes the 
journey of the National Child Labor 








Committee will be over. 
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UT these conditions exist 
right now. In our relief 
from the gloomy past we 

have left behind, in our joy for 
the glorious future we hope to 
achieve, we must not forget our [logis nla & el 
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obligation to these American 
children who need our help and 
protection now, in the present. 
Our task is not completed. 
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